THE   HOLMESES

was present at this demonstration and must have
already begun to regret his premature declaration.

Further stances with similar results were then held
in Olcott's own rooms, so as to preclude the possi-
bility of some ingenious mechanism under the control
of the medium. On one occasion, when the head of
John King, the presiding spirit, appeared in the air,
Olcott, remembering Eliza White's assertion that these
faces were merely ten cent masks, asked and obtained
permission to pass his stick all round it, and so satisfied
himself that it was not supported. This experiment
seems so final that the reader who desires even more
evidence may be referred to the book where he will
find much. It was perfectly clear that whatever part
Eliza White may have played in the photograph, there
was not a shadow of a doubt that Mrs. Holmes was a
genuine and powerful medium for material pheno-
mena. It should be added that the Katie King head
was repeatedly seen by the investigators, though the
whole form appears only once to have been material-
ized. General Lippitt was present at these experi-
ments and associated himself publicly (Banner of Light,
February 6, 1875) w^ Olcott's conclusions.

The author has dwelt at some length upon this
case, as it is very typical of the way in which the public
has been misled over Spiritualism. The papers are
full of an " exposure." It is investigated and is shown
to be either quite false or very partially true. This is
not reported, and the public is left with the original
impression uncorrected. Even now, when one men-
tions Katie King, one hears some critic say: " Oh,